Historic,  arciiived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURA/L  ECONOMICS 
UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


LWS  -  37  KUK  MAY  I9i*5 


CASH  RECEIPTS  FROM  FARM  MARKETINGS  OF  HOGS,  PRICE 
RECEIVED  BY  PRODUCERS,  AN D  FARM  SALES,  1909-44 
INDEX  NUMBERS  (1910-14  =  100) 


0  I — I — I — I — I — I — \ — I  I  I  I  I  I  I  \  I  I  \  I  \  I  L_j  I  i  I  I  I  I  I  \  I  I  I  I  I  I 

1910  1915  1920  1925  1930  1935  1940  1945 

DATA  FOR  1944  ARE  PRELIMINARY 

U    S    DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  NEG,34406       BUREAU    OF    AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 

Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  of  hogs,  pork,  and  lard  In  IQi+l,  estimated  at 
2.8  billion  dollars,  were  5  percent  below  the  record  high  of  a  year  earlier,  but  were 
the  second  highest  in  the  36  years  of  record.  The  average  price  of  hogs  in  1941  was 
about  70  cents  per  !00  pounds  lower  than  in  1913.  The  quantity  sold  was  about  the  same 
as  in  1913.     Receipts  in  1911  were  over  3  times  as  high  as  the  average  for  1935-39. 

Cash  receipts  from  hog  marketings  in  1915  probably  will  be  10  to  15  percent  lower 
than  in  1911.  Marketings  will  be  materially  smaller,  but  prices  probably  will  average 
higher  than  in  1911. 
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FIGURE  1. 

Liveweight  production  of  iieat  animals  oh  farms  and  ranches  in  1914  estimated 
to  be  almost  41  8  billion  pounds,  a  decline  of  10  percent  from  the  record  high  of  1943. 

°decnne  of  .8  peVcent  in'hoy  production  and  a  7  percent  small  erproduct.ono  sheeP 
and  lambs  in  1944  more  than  offset  a  2  percent  liveweight  gain  in  cattle  and  calves. 
Op.o  te  a  smHlpr  livewei-^ht  production  of  meat  anin,.als  in  1944,  meat  production  was 

r  l-^i^hlgh  acco:pan  in.'an  increase  in  f arm  marketi ngs  of  ^ogs  and  cattle  Live- 
weight  production  of  meat  animals  in  1944  was  24  percent  above  that  of  1933  and  32 
percent  above  the  peak  for  World  War  !   ,n  1918.     Liveweight  production  of  meat  animals 

n  ^5  probably  will  be  slightly  less  than  in  1944,  with  most  of  the  reduction  in  hogs. 


LWS-37  -  3  _  -  . 

 —  -J.  .^-f-fr.": — •=  '-rr.-r- 

THE    LIVESTOCK    AND    WOOL  SITUATION 


Contents 


Page 

Summary   3 

Outlook    5 

Government  Actions'   13'  - 

Recent  Developments    16 

The  Vfool  Si-tuatioji  •.   19 


SL^J^ARY 

Prices  of  meat  animals  protatly  will  "be  maintained  at  or  near  present 
high  levels  through  the  remainder  of  19^5  and  in  early  19^6.-  Demand  for  meat 
is  expected  to  continue  strong,  and  the  supply  will  continue  to  "be  less  than 
the  wartime  peak  supply  reached  in  19^^+. 

Meat  procurement  hy  the  armed  forces  and  Government  purchases  of  meat 

for  liherated  areas  and  lend-lease  shipment  are  expected  to  continue  large  this 
'>  ■ 

year.     Noncivilian  purchases  in  19^^,  including  commercial  exports  and  ship- 
ments, totaled  5»6  "billion  pounds,  wholesale  dressed-meat  "basis.  Tentative 
estimates  of  meat  to  "be  purchased  for  noncivilian  uses  in  19^5  total  a"bout  6.5 
"billion  pounds,  with  increased  requirements  of  the  armed  forces  of  1  "billion 
pounds  more  than  offsetting  smaller  lend-lease  procurement. 

Total  meat  output  during  the  first  half  of  19^5  apparently  will  "be  at 
least  12  percent  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier.  Pro- 
duction during  the  summer  will  continue  relatively  low.    But  output  during  the 
last  quarter  of  19^5  is  likely  to  "be  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  corresponding 
quarter  a  year  earlier.     Total  meat  production  for  the  year  is  now  indicated  at 
around  22.5  "billion  pounds  (wholesale  dressed-meat  "basis),  9  percent  less  than 
the  record  output  in  19^. 
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A  continuing  favoralsle  hog-corn  price  ratio  and  a  prospective  above- 
average  carry-over  of  feed  grains  &.t  the  end  of  this  feeding  year  proTDa"bly  will 
result  in  a  larger  pig  crop  this  fall  than  the  31*3  million  pigs  saved  last 
fall.    Meat  production  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  19^6  may  moderately 
larger  than  in  the  same  period  this  year,  : 

Cash  receipts  hy  farmers  for  farm  sales  of  -meat  animals  and  meat  in 
19^+^  were  estimated  at  5» 706  mi'llidri  dollars,  3  P^^^ent  less  .than  the  record 
receipts  in  19^3»  ^^"^  larger  than  in  any  other  year.     Sales  of  meat  animals, 
in  terms  of  liveweight,  were  k  percent  greater  than  in  19^3>  "bu-t  prices  for 
all  classes  of  meat  animals  in  l^kh  fell  "below  19^3  levels.    Cash  receipts 
from  farm  sales  of  meat  animals  in  19^5  a-r^  likely  to  he  somewhat  lower  in 
total  than  in  19^+^.    Marketings  will  he  materially  less,  mainly  hecause  of  a 
sharp  decline  in  hog  sales,  and  the  smaller  volume  of  sales  of  meat  animals 
prohably  will  not  he  fully  offset  hy  higher  prices. 

The  Office  of  War  Mobilization  and  Reconversion  recently  announced  pro- 
grams to  encourage  increased  feeding  of  beef  cattle,  to  increase  the  margins 
for  processors  of  meat,  and  to  improve  meat  distribution.    The  primary  features 
of  the  programs  are;     (l)     The  payment  of  a  special  subsidy  of  ^0  cents  per 
100  pounds  to  sellers  of  prime,  choice,  and  good  grade  cattle  weighing  200 
pounds  or  more  which  have  been  owned  by  the  seller  for       days  or,- more,  (2) 
the  announcement  that  downward  revisions  in  the  over-riding  ceil,t;ng  prices  or 
in  the  maximum  of  the  stabilization  price  ranges  for  beef  cattle,  except  bulls, 
will  not  be  made  without  at  least  6  months  advance  notice,   (3)     subsidy  payment 
rates  to  cattle  slaughterers  will  be  increased  25  cents  per  100  pounds. for  all 
grades,     (k)     Grovernment  purchases  of  meat  will  b-e  prorated  among  individual 
slaughterers,  based  upon  the  quantity  of  meat  produced  in  relation  to  pro- 
duction in  a  base  period,  rather  than  on  the  basis  of  the  uniform  percentage 
set  asides  now  in  effect. 
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'United;  states  mill  bonsuinpt  ion  '-of  -  eLpparel  wool  will  continue  large  through 
I9U5.    Even  if  Army  purchases  of  wool  fabrics  Are -reduced  following  the  end  of 
the  Europeon  war,  total.^production  of  aailitary  fabrics  in  I9U5  will  be  consider- 
ably larger  than  in  ISkk,    As  little  decline  is  anticipated  in  civilian  con- 
sumer demand,  and  a? 'large  quantitiee.  :of  goods  will  be  needed  to  replenish 
inventories  of  .civilian  goods,  totii'- military  and  civilian  demand  seems  likely 
to  be  large  enough  to  support  a  19^5 ' consumption,  at  least  equal  to  the  19UU 
consumption  of  1  billion  pounds,"  grease  basis.    Since  the  summer  of  19^^»  a 
larger  proportion  of  new  wool  and  wool  tops  and  smaller  proportions  of  reused 
and  reprocessed  wool,  shoddy  and  other  fibers  have  been  used  by  the  apparel 
wool  industry.  '  T-his  increase  led  to  a  new  record  high  rate  of  raw  wool  con- 
stimption  in  February  19^5.  although  spindle  activity  in  the  industry  had 
declined  about  I6  percent  from  the  previous  high,  . 

Remaining  supplies  of  foreign  stockpile  wool  owned  by  the  Defense 
Supplies  Corporation  have  been  withdrawn  from  public  sale  and  probably  will  be 
shipped  to  foreign  countries  under  lend-lease  arrp-ng-ements.    Some  wool  from 
the  British  owned  stockpile  in  the  United  States  has  been  sold  by  the  British 
Government  to  France  and  Belgium  and  is  now  being  shipped  to  those  countries. 
■     '         -  •        .--May  19,  I9U5 

OUTLOOK  -  : 

BACKG-ROUND.-  The  annual  pig  crop,  which  increased  each  year 

 from  the  low  level  of  fe. 5  million  head  in  1937  -to  the  record 

crop  of  121.7  million  in  19^3,  was  reduced  shaivply  in  19^^.   .  ^,  .  • 
The  l<^kk  spring  crop  totaled  55  million  head,  a  reduction  of  a,  .,.. 
•    25  percent  from  a  year  earlier.    The  19^*^  fall.,  crop,  estimated 
at  31  million  head,  was  3^  percent  below  that  of  19^3*  -^.^ 
analysis  of  farmers'  reported  intentions  (about  December  1,  . 
I94U)  indicated  a  probable  I9H5  spring  pig  crop  of  52  million 
head,  if  an  average  number  of  pigs  is  saved  per  litter*.- . 

>       Cattle  numbers  increased  sharply  in  193^-^3  ^ntil  on 
January  1,  19^^,  numbers  were  at  a  record  high  of  S2.U. -million 
head,  8,0  million  head  greater  than  the  previous  pre-rwar.  high 
atHhe  beginning  of  193^.    Numbers  declined  1  percent  in  IS^^, 
with  all  of  the  reduction  occurring  in  the  nvimber  of  calves 
and  young  dairy  heifers. 
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■  .  An,  estimated  ^.2  million  cattle  were  on  feed  for  market  m 

on  January  1,  19^5*  as  against  k,0  million  a  year  earlier  and  v 

..;  .  .  ^-.U.  million,  the  allrtime  high  of  January  1,  .  19,U3>    On  April  1  M 

an  estimated  8  percent  more  cattle  —  eauivalent  to  around     '  M 

y,        ;  150 ,,000  head  jnore       were  on  feed  in  the  11  Corn  Belt  State,.s  .  ■ 

than  a  year  earlier.    However,  fewer  cattle  were  on  feed  than  I 

■-    ,        0,0-,  any  :Other  .April  .1:  since..  19^0* -  .   

■ ;  ■■■   r,f.-,-  ...    .  ,  Total  stock  sheep  numhers.  on  January  1,  19^5  were 

estimated  at  4l. 3  million  head,  9  percent  less  than  a' year  j 
......  earlier  and;  the,  lowest  since  the.  "beginning  of  I92S.  .The  early.. 

spring  lamt)  crop  this  year  was  estimated  to  he  6  percent  less 
.   than  a  year  earlier.    The  total  lamh  crop  of  19^^  was  esti-- 
mated  at  29.2  million  head,  7  percent  less  than  in  I9U3.  It 
_  ,    ■     was  the  smallest  lamh  crop  since  1935*  r.. 

Meat  Fro.duction  in  ig^-^  to  he  Ah  out 
9  Percent  Less  Than  in  igT^lf 

Meat  output  in  19^5  prohahly  will  total  around  22.5  hillion  pounds, 
(wholesale  dressed-meat  basis),  9  percent  less  than  ^t  he  record,  production,  of 
2U.6  hillion  pounds  in  191+^4-.    Output  at  a  22-l/2-hillion  pound  level  in  I9U5 
would  he  ahout  39  percent  ahove  the  average  of  l6.2  hillion  pounds  for 
19 35-39*    Most'  of  the  decrease  in  production  this  year  from  last  will  he  in 
pork.    Production  of  pork  for  the  year  is  now  estimated  at  around  10. 3  hillion 
pounds,  ahout  20  percent  less  than  the  large  production  in  19^^,  hut  40  percent 
greater  than  the  average  for- 19  35-* 39 •    Output  of  lamh  and  mutton  this  year  is| 
indicated  at  around  93^  million  pounds,  9  percent  less  than  in  19^^.  "bu.t  7 
percent  greater  than  the  pre-war  average.    On  the  other  hand,  production  of 
beef  and  veal  for  the  year  is  nov;  indicated  at  around  11.2  hillion  pounds, 
approximately  ^  percent  more  than  in  19^^  and  4l  percent  ahove  the  average  for 
1935-39. 

Total  meat  output  during  the  first  quarter  of  19^5  apparently  was  ahout 
■11  jiercent  less  than  in  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier..  Pr.o4uc1bion 
will  continue  smaller  than  a  year  ago  during  the  spri<ng  and  summer.  During 
the  . last  quarter,  of  19^5»  meat  output  will  he  more  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a 
year  earlier.     The  spring  pig  crop  is  likely  to  he  smaller  this  year  than  last 
(as  indicated  hy  the  Decemher  intentions  report),  hut  the  decrease  prohahly 
will  he  comparatively  small. 

,.  •  A  continuing ,  favqrahle  hqgr-corn-  price'  ratio,  and  '.a  prospective  ahove- 
average  carry-over-  of  feed  grains  at  the  end  of  this  feeding  year  may  he  ex- 
pected- tQ.  r«:S.ult  in  a  large-p  pig  crqp  next  fall  than  the.  31»3  million  pigs 
saved,  in  ithe  fall  of;  194U.    Thi,s  will  depend  in  part,  hawever,  on  the  pros- 
pects for,  fe.ed-rgrain      ops  this  summer  ,    With  a  larger  19^5  fall  pig  crop  and 
a  prohahle  large  slaughter  of  cattle  and  calves,  meat  production -in  the  spring 
and  sujimer  of  19.^6  jis  likely  to  he  moderately  . larger  .than  in -the  -spring  and 
summer  thiq  year.r  ....  .     f  , 

»i 

A  f all  pig .,j5rop  goal  of  37  million  pigs  has  heen  announced,  an  increase 
of  18  percent  over  the  nuraher  .  saved  last,  fall.     If  the  goal  . is  achieved,  the 
fall  pig  crop,  would  he  exceeded  only,  hy.  the  record  fall  crop  of  19^3  totaling 
U7.7  ittillion  and  the  near  record.  19^2  fall  crop. of       'J .million,. 
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Hog^  Slaughter  to  "be  Sharply  Lover  This  Year 

""Than  LastT  Cattle  Slaughter  Larger  -     •  _  ; 

Total  hog  slaughter  during  the  first  k  months  of  19^5  apparently  was 
alDout  30  percent  smaller  than  .a  year  .earlier .    Slaughter  in  comparahle  federally- 
inspected  plajits  was.,Eeduced  Us  percent  from  a  year  earliei*,  "but  nonfederally-. 
insjiected-plant  slaughter  was  larger.-  A  seasonal  increase  in  hog  slaughter  is 
likely . in. June  as  194U  fall  pigs  come  to  market  in  volume.    But  the  supply  of 
hOjg$  ,for  sla-ughter  in  June- Sep temher  will  he  materially  less  than  a  year  earlier. 
^:,If  , the  19^5  spring  pig  crop .  turns  out  ahout  as  previously  indicated,  slaughter 
.of  hogs  during  the  j|;ast;  quarter  of  the  year  will  he  moderately  less  than  a  year 

^     Cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  19^5  ^^7       larger  than  the  33.7  million 
-■head,  slaughtered  in  I9UU..    Total  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  the  first  quarter 
•pf  the  year  apparently  was  ahout  I6  -percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier,  with 
an  increased  proportion  of  the  slaughter  occurring  in  noninspected  plants. 
Marketings  of  fed  cattle  during  April-Septemher  prohahly  will  he  larger  than  a 
year  earli.er.    The  numher  of  cattle  on  feed  in  the  11  Corn  Belt  States  on 
April  1  was  2  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier,    A  suhsidy  of  50  cents  per 
100  ^pounds  on  sales  of  good  to  prime  slaughter  cattle,  heginning  May  I9,  may 
offer  some  i.nducement  for  increased  grain  feeding  of  cattle.    Range  feed  con- 
dition in  the  17  Western  States  is  much  hetter  than  a  year  ago,  with  the  most 
marked  improvement  in  condition  reported  in  the  Southern  Great  Plains  and  the 
Southwest,    Soil  moisture  in  mo.st  sections  of  the  country  is  generally  ample, 
with  good  prospects  for  late  spring  and  early  summer  feed.    Condition  of  cattle 
is  reported  hetter  than  a  year  earlier.     If  weather  continues  favorahle,  grass- 
fat  cattle  will,  he  ready  for  market  earlier  than  usual  this  year  and  perhaps 
in  heavier  volume  than  last  year.     Grass  cattle  marketings  through  the  rest  of 
the  year  are  expected  to  he  large,  as  ranchmen  and  farmers  are  tending  to  re- 
duce numhers  of  hreeding  stock.    Slaughter  of  cows  and  heifers  represented  kS 
percent  of  the  total  -pattle  slaughter  under  Federal .  inspection  during  the  first 
k  months  of  19U-5,  comp;?.red  with  U3  percent  for  the  corresponding  period  in  each 
of  the, .Last  3  y®a-r8>.  .         ,  ' 

^  ■  r  Sheep  and  larah  slaughter  was.  an,  all-time  high  .for  the  season  in  the  first 

h  months  of  19^5 •    2u.t  with  a  reduced  lamh  crop  in  prospect  hecause  of  a  small- 
er numher  of  ewes,  slaughter  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  is  expected  to  he 
helow  that  of  a  year  earlier  unless  liquidation  of  ewfe/Wimhers  continues  at  a 
more  rapid  rate  than  last  year,  "  "■  . 

Condition  of  early  lamh s  on  May  1  was  ahout  as  good  as  it  ever  has  heen 
'  on  that  date.     Shipment 5 ■  of  lamh s  and  yearlings  from  Texas  in  April  we^  un- 
usually large  for  the  month,  reflecting  good  feed.    But  total  shipments  for 
April- June -are  not  expected  to  reach  the  record  shipments  of  a  year  earlier. 
Development  of , early  lamh s  to  May  1  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  was  much  poorer 
than  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  marketings,  of  latnhs  from  that  area  are 
expected  to  he  later  than  usual.    California  spring  lamhs  are  generally  in 
good  condition,  hut  most  of  the  crop  will  he  marketed  for  slaughter  within  the 
State.  •  : 
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War  Requirements  for  Meat  to  ' 

Continue  Large  .  . 

Meat  procurement  "by-  the  armed  forces  and  Government  purch9.ses  of  meat 
for  liberated  areas  a,nd  for  lend-lease  shipments  are  expected  to  continue 
large  this  year.    Commercial  exports  and  shipments,  which  represent  only  a 
small  part  of  the  noncivilian  use,  probaljly  will  "be  reduced  somewhat  from  a 
year  earlier.    Meat  purchases  by  the  armed  forces  and  the  WA,  together  with 
commercial  exports  and  shipments,  totaled  5*6  "billion  pounds  on  a  dressed-meat 
"basis  in  19^4,  compared  with  6.6  billion  pounds  in  19^3  (including  imported  ^ 
canned  meat  purchased  by  the  Army),  and  3.7  billion  pounds  in  19^2.  Tentative 
estimates  of  m.eat  to  be  purchased  in  19^5  total  about  6.5  billion  pounds,  with 
procurement  by  the  armed  forces  accounting  for  the.  increase  over  194U.  Pur- 
chases for  shipment  to  countries  receiving  lend-lease  aid  in  19^^  will  be 
smaller  this  year.     Some  meat ,  p^^ob ably  will  be  sent  to  the  liberated  countries 
of  Europe  in  the  latter  part ^of. 19U5» .although  the  quantity  to  be  supplied  by 
the  United  States  apparently  will  be_sme.ll.  . 

Noncivilian  purchases  of  m.eat  .in  I9UU  totaled  less  than  a  year  earlier, 
because  of  smaller  lend-lease  purchases.    Part  of  the  shipments  in  194^  was 
made  from  storage  stdcks  of  meat  accumulated  by  \<fFA  in  19^3*    ^^-^^  military 
procurement  was  greater  in  19hk  than  in  19^3*  19^^  noncivilian  total, 

approximately  7I  percent  was  purchased  by  the  armed  forces;  27  percent  was 
purchased  by  the  War  Food  Administration,  largely  for  lend-lease  ^.shipment; 
and  about  2  percent  represented  commercial  exports  and  shipments.     The  non- 
civilian'  "take"  in  19^*+  accounted  for  23  percent  of  .the  total  meat  production 
and'  31  percent—crf  the  federally  inspected  output.     In  19^3  the  noncivilian 
total  was  e'qual  to  27  percent  of  the  total  meat  production  and  3^  percent  of 
the  fed^erally  inspected  total,  '  ..  .. 

;  Current  meat  purchases  by  the  WFA  are  at  a  comparatively  low  -level. 
Contract's"  were  let  for"  the  purchase  of  20.6  million  pounds  of  frpzen  and  cured 
meatV '(actual  weight)  in  April,  compared  with  kl,k  million  in  March  and  52.0 
million  in  February.     V/FA  contracted  for  the  purchase  of  2^.2  million  pounds 
of .canned  meat  in  April,  as  against  IS.l  million  a  month  earlier,  and  20.3 
million  in  February,  •     •       .  .    ■     ^  ■  • 

Civilian  Meat  Supplies  Reduced; ,     ,  ..  -.j      ..    •  .■        -  _  • 

Demand  Strong  ^  'i 

Civilian  meat  supplies .  m.9jy  .  average  only  •  120-125,' ppunds' per  person, 
wholesale  weight,  in  19^5  compared  with  about  I50  pounds  in  19^U/and  126 
pounds,  the  average  for  1935"*39»    Civilian  supplies  of  meat  durl-ng' the.  late 
spring  and  summer  will  be' at,,.t;he  lowest  .level  b©th  for  the  year  and  for.  the 
'war  period  to  date.    Meat  production  will  be  at  a  seasonal -low,  and  meat  stocks 
are  ~at  record  low  levels.  .  ■■•  • 

Demand  for  meat  probably  will  continue  strong  in  the  remaining  months 
of  I9I+5  and  in  the  first  part  of  19^6,  despite  the  possibility  of  somg  .re- 
duction in  consumer  income. 
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Table  1.-  Noncivilian  purchases  of  meat  and 
nonoiviiian  purchases  as 'a  percentage  of  ■ 
federally  inspected  production,  by  quarter^,- 


Item 


Kofi' civilian  purchases  TJ~ 
•  (dressed-meat  basis) 


I  Jan . - 

Mar. 


i     IToncivili an  purchase s  as  a 
; percentage  of  federally 
inspected: production 


Beef 


L  Year 


I  Jan . - : Apr . - ?  July- ct . - f  Year- 
:Mar,'  :June  :Sept.:Dec.  : 
Mil7Tb.  Mil.  lb.  Mil.  lb.  Mil.  lb.  Mil.  lb.  Pet.    PctT  ~FJt .TctT 


Apr.  - 

June 


July- 
Sept  . 


Oct.- 

"TDec.  " 


Pet. 


19U1 

60 

g2 

98 

102 

3I+2 

1+.9 

6,0 

6.3 

6.1+ 

6.0 

19^2 

135 

203 

269 

353 

960 

8.8 

13.1 

16.0 

22.2 

15.1 

19U3 

1+89 

5I17 

557 

2,038 

^3.9 

35.5 

36.5 

31.3 

3I+.I 

13kk 

^37 

602 

2,120 

3^.9 

32.9 

26.0 

33-7 

31.9 

Veal 

19U1 

5 

6 

7 

8 

26 

3.9 

U.l 

^.5 

^.7 

^«3 

I9I12 

16 

Ik 

26 

31 

•87 

11.7 

9.1' 

ii+.i 

16.1 

13.0 

19^3 

■  36 

.20 

21 

1+6 

123 

3I+.0 

21.2 

12.7 

20.0 

20.6 

13kk 

29 

.  27 

.  1+2 

1+8. 

1I+6 

20.7 

15.6 

1U.6 

1H..7 

15.8 

Lamb  and 

• 

• 

mutton 

I9UI 

2 

,  '  k 

■  5 

5 

16 

i.o 

2.2 

'2.7 

2.6 

2.1 

I9U2 

•  6 

i+U 

85 

2.5 

3.2 

13.2 

16.9 

9.7 

I9U3 

■si 

•  5i+ 

■77 

269 

1+8.2 

27.0 

15.8 

26.3 

28.1 

ISkk 

73 

•  ■  27 

•.36-- 

-  '  53-- 

189 

•  1-3 . 8 

15.9  - 

21.0  ■ 

21.3 

Pork 

19^1 

U5 

150 

290 

3^1 

826" 

2.8 

10.6 . 

'22.8 

17.6 

13.0 

I9U2 

3  Us 

788 

732 

688 

2,556 

18. 9 

1+3.3 

U1+.7 

30.1+ 

33.8 

19U3 

,1,168, 

1,091+ 

9^0 

781+ 

3.986 

5^.7 

1+7.6.  i 

1+2. 7 

29.3 

1+2.8 

19^i+ 

1,015 

,gl|6 

61+5 

633 

3,139 

32.7 

33.6 

■37.2 

30.1 

33.2 

Total  all 

meat 

ISkl  - 

112' 

2U2 

1+00 

if56 

1,210. 

3.5-- 

■  7.5 

12.7 

11.7 

9.0 

I9U2 

'  30k 

1,011 

1.057 

1,116 

3,688 

13.6 

•2  7.2 

28.1+ 

25.9 

23.9 

19'^3 

1.7S9 

•■  1,613 

1,550 

l,U6U 

6,1+16 

l+.^.i 

1+2.0 

37.5 

29.1+ 

38.1 

I9U4 

1.705 

1.393 

1,160  • 

1.336 

5.59U 

33.2 

31.8 

29.5 

29.9 

31.2 

TJ  Net  WFA  purchases,  mi li tar purchases  and  commercial  exports  and  shipments;  ex- 
cludes military  purchases,  of  ijriported  canned  beef  in  19li-3. 

Meat  imimal  Fri ces  to  Continue  at 
or  Negr  ?r es'ent-"'  Level  s 

Prices  for  raeat  anlmrls  prob-^bly  will  contiime  pt  or  ne^r  -precG-nt  levels 
throughout  the  renirinder  of  this  ye^r  .^nd  .'^re  li^'oly  to  be  v;ell  rar^int.-^.i'^.ed  '  •  . 
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throughout  the  first  part  of  I9U6.     Prices  received  by  farmers  for  all  classes 
of  meat  animals  will  average  higher  in  19^5  than  in  I9UU. 

Hog  prices  probably  will  continue  at  ceiling  levels  for  mos-t  of  19^+5 • 
The  hog-corn  price  ratio  will  p^'obably  continue  more  favorable  than  a  year  ear-» 
lier  through  the  sxammer  at  least ^     Hog  prices  rose  during  the  summer  of,  19^^  and 
have  been  at  ceiling  levels  sinde  last  January,     Corn  prices  are  now  moderately 
lower  than  a  year  earlier  and  are  likely  to  remain  below  last  year ' s  levels 
throughout  the  year,  if  another  large  corn  crop  is  prpduced  this  year.  The 
carry-over  of  old  corn  will  be  much  larger  this  year  than  last.     The  hog-corn 
price, ratio  for  the  United  States,  farm  basis,  on  May  I5,  was  13.I  compared  with 
11.0  a  year  earlier  and  11. k,  the  average  for  May  1^2k-Hj,.     The  price  ratios  in 
mid-April  and  mid-May  this  year  were  the  most  favorable  to  hog  producers  for  any 
month  .sinc6  October  19^3. 

Table  2,-  Prices  .paid  by  packers  for  livestock  per  100  pounds,  United  States, 


average  January-March  I9U3-U5  and  April  I9U3-U5 


;  Average 

January-March  : 

April 

Class  and  species 

[  I9U3 

19U5  : 

I9U3 

■ 

13kk  I 

• 

19^5 

:  Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

Dollars 

All  cattle 

13.00 

12.07 

12.2i| 

13.97 

12.76 

13.67 

Steers 

.  1^.35 

13.91 

lU.lO 

15.15 

ik.kG 

15.21 

Other  slaughter  cattle  - 

:  ll,k2 

10.03 

10. 5U 

12. 2g 

10.31 

u.ko 

Calve.s         .                    .  . 

13. go 

12.46 

12,31 

13.79 

12.95. 

13.68 

Sheep,  and  lambs 

:  lk,kO 

lh,2k 

13.91 

1^.83 

ik.BS 

lU.gl 

Hogs  .  . 

1U.96 

13.29 

II4.5I 

1U.91 

13. 

1U.65 

Meat  Animal  Receipts  to  Farmers  in 

Estimated  at  5* 7  Million  Dollars 

Cash  receipts  by'  farmers  from  sales  of  live  cattle,  calves,  hogs:,  sheep, 
and  lambs  and  farm  sales  of  meat  in  19^^  are  estimated  at  5>706  million: -dollars, 
3  percent  less  than  in  13h^,  but  greater  than  in  any  other  year.     Cash  receipts 
in  l^hk  were  over  2-1/2  times  as  large  as  the  average  for  1935-39'     Farm  sales 
of  mekt  animals  v/ere  at'  a  record  in  19^^.  totaling  U7.9  billion  pounds,;  live- 
weight,  h  percent' greater  than  in  19^3  and       percent  greater  than  the  pre-war 
average  of  ^0,h  billion-  pounds.    Prices  for  all  species  of'  meat  animals  viere 
lower  than  in  19^3.        .•'  ■  *  •  ' 

Cash  receipts  by  farmers  for  cattle  and  calves  in  19^4  of  2, 507  million 
dollars  were  the  highest  on  record;  receipts  from  farm,  sales  of  hogs  of  2,79° 
million  dollars  vrere  the  second  highest  for  any  year;  and  receipts  from  siaeep 
and  lambs,   excluding  receipts  from  wool,  estimated  at  303  million  dollars,  were 
exceeded  only  in  194-2  and  19^3* 

Cash  receipts  from  farm  sales  of  meat  animals  in  19^5  are  expected  to  be 
somewhat  smaller  "than  the  near-record  receipts  in  1944.     Sales  of  meat  animals 
probably  v/ill  total  around  10  percent  less  on  a  liveweight  basis  than  in  1944, 
and  increases  in  prices  for  all  species,  with  price  ceilings  in  effect,  probably 
will  be  sufficient  to  offset  the  reduced  volume  of  sales. 

Most  of  the  reduction  in  the  volume  of  marketings  by  farmers  in  19^5 
will  be  in  hogs,  reflecting  a  2Q  percent  decrease  from  a  year  earlier  in 
the  number  of  pigs  saved  in  19^4-.     Sales  of  sheep  and  lambs  probably  will  be  1 
smaller  than  in  19^^  also.     Cattle  m.-'^rketings  are  likely  to  be  moderately  i 
larger  in  19U5  than  in  I9UU.  J 
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Table  3.-  Ciash  incorne,  sales,  and  prices  received  by  farmers  for  meat  animals, 
1935-39  average,  1941-44  annual,  and  forecast  for  1945 


Item 


Cash  farm  income  from 
meat  animals: 
Cattle  and  calves  . , 

Hogs   

Sheep  and  lambs  . . , . 


Sales  of  meat  and 
meat  animals: 
Cattle  and  calv iis 

(live  weifht  basis) 
Hogs  (livev weight 

basis)   

Sheep  and  lambs, 
(live  weight  basis) 

Average  price  received 
by  farmers  2/: 
Beef  cattle  (100  lb.) 
Veal  calves  (100  lb) 

Hogs  (100  lb.)   

Sheep  t 100  lb.)   

Lambs  (100  lb.)   


Index  of  prices 
received  by  farmers 
for  all  meat 
animals  ^3/   


Unit 


lAil.  dol 


Mil .  lb , 


If  fi 


Dol, 


1935-39 


1941 


1942 


1943 


1944 
1/ 


1945 
( forecast) 


1,174 

1,718 

2,293 

2,581 

2,607 

856 

1,301 

2,192 

2,942 

2,796 

lo6 

227 

307 

342 

303 

2,196 

3,246 

4,792 

5,865 

5,706 

17,607 

19,207 

21,142 

21, 503  . 

23,084 

10,370 

14,228 

16,697 

21, 513 

21,428 

2,380 

2,629 

2,947 

3.043 

2,807 

30,357 

36,064 

40,786 

46.059 

47.919 

6.51 

8.80 

10.62 

11.90 

10.80 

7.75 

10.33 

12,45 

13.50 

12.60 

8.30 

9.09 

13.04 

13.70 

13.10 

3,90 

5.06 

5.78 

6.57 

6.05 

7.81 

9.58 

11.74 

12 . 90 

12.60 

119 

146 

188 

209 

200 

_5,_ioo  


42.500 


210 


1/  Preliminary.  ; 
2J    Weighted  average;  1935-39  is  the  simple  average  of  the  weighted  annual  averrage 
for  each  of  the  5  years. 
3/'  August  1.909- Ju^y  1914  =  100. 


Liveweight  Production  of  Meat  Animals 
on  Farms  and  Ranches  Reduced 


Net  liveweight  production  of  ineat  aniuials  cn  farms  and  ranches  in 
1944  is  estimated  to  have  been  almost  41.8  billion  pounds,  a  decline  of  10 
percent  from  the  record  high  of  1943.    This  decline  resulted  from  a  4.7 
billion  poutid  decrease  in  the  production  of  hogs  and  a  0.2  billiori  pound  ■ 
decrease  in  production  of  sheep  and  lambs,  which  more  than  of. set  a  0.3 
billion  pound  increase  in  production  from  cattle  and  calves. 

Livev/eipht  production  of  neat  ani'^;als  on  farms  and  ranches  in  1945 
probably  will  be  around  5  percent  less  than  in  1944  largely  because  of  a 
lower  hog  production.     Net  production  of  cattle  and  calves  probably  will 
not  be  greatly  different  from  that  of  1944.     But  production  from  sheep  and 
lambs  probably  will  be  smaller  in  1945  than  in  1944. 


PY  1945 
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Table  4.-  LivestGXjk- production  on  farmvS  and  ranches,  liveweight.  United  State 


and  regions 

,  a ve Images 

■1924-28,  1929-33,  aiid 

1934-38,  annual 

1939-44 

'  Year 

:  ■  North  : 

..  ■  North 

•  _:    South  : 

.South 

and 

; Atlantic  : 

Central 

:  Atlantic  : 

Central 

Western 

United 

period 

*     St  cit©  s  • 

States 

:     States  : 

States 

',  States 

States 

:  Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb 

.   ■    Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb 

Cattle  and 

calves 

Avera^'e 

1924-28 

^,825, 

511 

[  2,458 

■   •  2,223 

12,672 

Av'iira  sQ  i 

1 929-33 

757 

7,477 

580 

2,710 

2,272 

13,796 

A.  VP  r  A  fTf^ 

776  -■ ■ 

7,318 

655 

2,869 

2,459 

14,077 

1939  ' 

834 

7,909 

656  . 

3,162 

2,537 

15,098 

•    837  ■ 

8,343 

661 

3,091 

2,651 

15,583 

1941 

828 

9,113 

696 

3,268 

2,813 

16,718 

1942  : 

^  855  • 

9,749 

738 

3,562, 

3,063 

■  .  17,967 

•     862  .-. 

9,984 

B44 

3,858 

3,159 

18,707 

1944  1/ 

880 

9,982 

919    ■  ■ 

3,824 

3,391 

18,996 

Hogs 

A  TTp-po  rrp  • 

1924-28; 

363- 

11,971 

884  ' 

1,627 

554 

15,399 

1929-33 • 

299 

12,587 

896  ■ 

1,689 

• ■ ■  576 

16,04? 

xl  V  O  X  d  ciC  < 

316 

9,020 

972' 

1,788 

487 

12,583 

1939  : 

389 

12,296 

1,209 

2,480 

708 

17,082 

368 

12,748 

1,087 

2,135 

705  ■ 

17,043 

-1-7*4-1-  • 

329 

13,274 

1,064 

2,100 

706 

17,473 

1942 

388 

15,823 

1,240 

2,716  ■ 

887 

•  21,054 

506 

18,930 

1,507 

3,386  ^ 

■  1,141 

■25,470 

1944  l/: 

457 

15.359  ' 

1V378  - 

2,726  ■ 

861 

20,781 

SheeD  and  lambs  ■ 

X  7/C'+"<CO  < 

46 

448 

61 

181 

867 

.  1,603 

1,906 

■i-7<-7    J  ^  • 

45 

610 

78 

255 

918 

■i~7  • 

36 

632 

61 

282 

906 

1,917 

1939  : 

29 

648 

54 

315 

"  995 

2,041 

1940  : 

29 

670 

50 

340 

998 

2,087 

1941  : 

30 

764 

51 

351 

1,071 

2,267 

1942  " 

31 

823 

51 

394 

1,033 

2,332 

1943  . 

•  28 

734 

48  . 

344 

930 

2,134 

1944 

26 

688 

46 

377 

841 

1,978 

1/  preliminary . 
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The  liveweight  'production  of  cattle  -and  calves  in  1944  was  estimated 
to  be  slightly  under  19  billion  pounds,  compared  with  18,7  billion  pounds  in 
1943  and  14.1  billion 'pounds,  .the  average  for  1934-38.    By  regions,  .live- 
weight  production  of  cattle  and  calves  was.  greater  in  1944  in  all  but  the 
North  Central  and  South  Central  States,  where  production  declined  slightly 
frora  the  record  high  rea!ched  in  1943.  • 

Production  of  hugs  on  a  livev/eight  basis  in  1944  ^^as  estimated  at  20.8 
billion  pounds,  a  sharp  decline  from  the  record  production  in  1943,  L)ut  still 
the  third  largest  for  any  year  of  reca  d.    Livev;eight  production  in  1944  was 
.  30  percent  greater  than  that  of  the  pre-drought  average  for  1929-33.  Net 
production  of  hogs  declined  sharply  in  all  regions  in  1944,  with  the  greatest 
percentage  reductions  in  the  NortJi  Central,  the  South  Central,  and  Western 
regions.  .     .       '  ' 

■    The  livev/eight  production  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  1944  v;as  estimated  at 
slightly  under  2  billion  pounds,  compared  with  2.1  billion  in  1943-  Produc- 
tion at  the  1944  l^vel  vjas  the  lov^est  for  any  year  since  1937.  Liveweight 
production  was  lower  in  1944  than  in  1943  for  all  regions  except  in  the  South 
Central  States,  v/here  production  was  up  10  percent  from  a  year  earlier. 

CrOFiiliNIffiNT  ACTIONS 

On  May  18  the  Office  -of  \!.ir  Mobilization  and  Pieconversion  announced 
programs  to  encourage  increased  grain  fec;ding  of  beef  cattle,  to  increase 
the  margins  for  processors  of  iieat,  to  improve  meat  distrioution,  and  to 
effect  better'  control  of  the  livestock  ceiling  price  regulations.    The  pro- 
grajiis  v\fere  developed  during  discussions  with  the  Office  of  Economic  Stabili- 
^  zation.  Office  of  Price  administration.  War  Food  ndministraticn,  the  Army, 
and  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation. 

Subsidy  to  Cattle  Feeders 

Effective  May  19,  1945,  the  Comriiodity  Credit  Corporation  v/ill  m.ake  a 
payment  of  50  centb  per  100  pounds  to  sellers  of  slaughter  cattle  Drins;ing  $l4,25 
or  more  per  100  pounds,  Chicago  basis,  v^reighing  800,  pounds  or  more,  v,fhich 
have  been  owned  by  the  seller  for  30  days.    The  lowest  priced  cattle  for 
which  payiiients  will  i.x-i  made  at  all  markets  are  the  minimum  stabilization 
range  prices  for  the  good  grade  'under  IvIPR  374.     The  minimum  of  the  stabili- 
zation range  price  for  good  grade  cattle  at  Criicugo  is  31^.. 25.    Payments  will 
"be  made  "by  local  AAA  offices  on  sales  evidence  furnished  Toy  the  seller* 

The  Govern;,;ent  also  has  announced  that  there  will  be  no  down- 
ward revision  in  the  ovc;r-riding  ceilings  or  the  maximums  of  the  stabilization 
price  ranges  for  beef  cattle,  except  bulls,  without  at  least  6  months  advance 
notice .    As  the  maximums  and  the  r.iinimams  of  the  stabilization  range  for 
individual  grades  of  cattle  are  not  specific  ceilings  or  supports,  market 
prices  may  be  above  or  below  the  stabilizat::  jn  ranges  for  individual  grades 
during  certain  periods  of  the  yoar. 
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Increased  Slaughter  Subsidy  Payments 

A  new  schedule  of  subsidy  payments  to  cattle  slaughterers  will  be- 
come effective  June  4,  reporesentihg  an  additional  25-cent  pei-  100  pounds 
liveweight  increase  for  all  grades  when  cattle  costs  are  at  the  maxiinum  of 
thfl  stabilization  price  range.    The  subsidy  payments  are  subiect  to  the 
v/ithdrawal  of  4  cents  of  the  payment  for  erich  5-cent  decline  in  the  average 
drove  cost  of  individual  slaughterers  from  the  maximum  to  the  minimun:  of  the 
stabilization  range.     However,  the  .maximum  decrease  in  subsidy  paynients  when 
the,  average  drove  cost  of  cattle  is  at  the  minimum  of  the  stabilizat: on  range 
is  $1.20  per  hundred  pounds  for  all  grades  of  cattle  above  cornirion  (Qrade  0\.  i 
The  new  subsidy  rates,  when  cattle  costs  are  at  the  maxifiium  or  the  minimum 
of  the  stabilization  range,  .effective  June  4,  are  as  follows: 

Cattle  Costs  at  Cattle  Oosts  at 

Top  of  Co'st  Pilange  Botton  of  Cost  Ran^e 

Grade  AA    (Choice  and  Prime)               ^.3.00  ^ij^.SO  • 

Grade  A  (Good)                                        2.95  1*75  ^ 

Grade  B  (MediurO                                     I.90  -  .  .70 

•    All  other  grades                                    1.25  i25 

The  above  rates  are  applicable  to  both  processing  and  nonprocessing 
slaughterers.    Effective  June  4,  1945/  the  additional  subsidy  for  nonprocess- 
ing cattle  slaughterers  will  bo'  40  cents  per  100  pounds^  livei,;eight .  Sub- 
sidy rates  for  such  slaughterers^  have  been  80  cents  per  100  pounds.  The 
special  nonprocessing  subsidy  is  not  subject  to  the  v/ithdra-wal  provisions 
depending  on  the  average  cost  p'alid  for  cattle.  ■ 

■The  Defense  Supplies  Corporation  will  increase  hog  subsidy  payments 
40  cents  per  100  pounds  liveweight,  retroactive  to  April  1,  1945*    The'  total 
payment  per  100  pounds  liveweight,  is  thus  increased  from  •i^l.30  to  $1.70.  This 
rate  will  continue  in  effect  until  comnletion  of  a  more ■ thorough  accounting 
study  by  OPA,  following  which  the  payment  rate  will  be  adjusted  (not  retrt- 
actively),  and  a  provision  will  be  included  for  reduction  of  the  subsidy  as 
hog  prices  decline   from  the  ceiling  level. 

New  Meat  Set-Aside  ,  . 

Set-aside  orders  for  Gcvernment  meat  purchase  v/ill  be  adjusted  by  the 
War  Food  Administratinn  so  that  a  larger  portion  of  Government  requirements 
v/ill  come  from  those  federally  inspected  plants  slaughtering  more  than  their  ^ 
normal  proportion  of  the  total  slaughter.    A  differential  set-aside  will  be 
developed,  based  upon  the  quantity  of  meat  produced  by  inaividual  slaughtererf 
in  relation  to  a  representative  base  period.     By  taking  a 'Larger  set-aside 
from  pla.nts  whose  operations  have  been  greatly  increased  aiid  a  smaller  part 
from  those  with  a  small  slaughter,  it  is  stated  that  more  uniform  distribution 
of  available  supplies  to  civilians  will  be  achieved. 
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Enforcement  of  Price  Ceiling 
Reigulations  on  Livestock 

The  Office  of  Price  Administration  and  the  War  Food  Administration 
are  directed  to  develop  a  plan  by  June  I5  v/herehy  the  movement  of  livestock 
through  public  stockyards  and  public  sp,le  yards  can  be  traced,  to  effectuate 
compliance  of  the  ceiling  price  regulation^  of  live  animals.  Record-keeping 
requirements  will  be  announced  to  aid  In  checking  com-oliance  of  the  sla^ughter 
control  program  already  announced,  and  meat  distribution  programs  now  being 
prepared  by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration.    P-epresentatives  of  stockyard  i 
operators  and  livestock  sales  agencies  are  to  be  consulted  in  the  preparation 
of  the  general  plan. 

Set-A.side  on  Veal  and  Lamb; 

Beef  and  Pork  Set-Asides  Revised 

Effective  April  29  lamb  and  veal  were  added  to  the  meats  that  federally 
inspected  packers  are  requirea  to  set  aside  for  G-overnment  purchase,  Nq 
set-aside  had  previously  "^een  in  operation  for  meat  of  these  types.     In  the 
past,  war  agencies  have  fille-^  their  requirement'^  through  voluntary  offers 
and  through  priorities.     The  veal  set-aside  applies  to  grade  AA,  A  and  B 
dressed  carcasses  weighing  60  to  275  pounds  vdth  the  hide  off.  Slaughterers 
are  required  to  hold  temiooraril:/  100  percent  of  their  putput  and  35  "r^ercent 
will  be  purchased  by  war  agencies.     The  set-aside  on  lamb  is  25  'oercent  of 
the  dressed  carcasses  weighing  3O  to  "^0  pounds  of  the  AA,  A,  and  B  grades, 
but  slaughterers  must  hold  temooraril;-  all  of  their  output  until  Government 
buyers  have  made  their  selections,     These  amendments  to  the  set-aside  are 
contained  in  V.TO  J^~k  (veal)  and  WO  75-5  (lamb). 

Cow  beef  of  good,  commercial,  and  utility  grade  and  utility  grade 
stag  and  bull  beef  were  included  in  the  beef  set-aside  (V/EO  75-2)  effective 
May  20,   19'^5«     ^he  over-all  set-aside  on  army-style  beef  (cow,  heifer,  and 
steer  carcasses  of  comiriercia.!  grade  or  better)  was  lowered  from  60  to  55 
percent  of  the  federally  inspected  output.     The  new  set-aside  will  yield 
about  the  same  quantity  of  beef  as  formerly,  because  of  the  redefinition  of 
army-style  beef  to  include  beef  from  bulls  and  stags  and  good  and  commercial 
cow  bepf.     The  9O  percent  set-aside  on  canncr  and  cutter  beef  was  uncharged. 

The  pork  set-aside  was  clarified  by  a  revision,  effective  May  20 
specifically  to  include  ^oork  from  hogs  killed  on  a  custom  basis  in  federally 
inspected  plants  (Amendment  1^  to  WO  75-3) • 

-    ,  •■  RECENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Federally  Inspected  Hpg  Slaughter  in 
April  53  Percent  Less  Than  a  . 
Year  Earlier 

Slaughter  of  hogs  in  comparable  federally  inspected  plants  in  April 
was  12  Toercent  less  than  in  March  and  was  53  'oercent  less  than  in  April  19^^» 
Inspected  plant  sla,ughter  during  the  first  ^  months  of  the  year  totaled  lU,2 
million  head,  in  compajcable  plants  hg  percent  less  than  the  record  large 
slaughter  during  the  same  period  in  19^^. 
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The  average  weight  of  hogs  slaughtered  \inder  Federal  ihspection  during 
April  was  257  pounds.;^  17  ppu^ida^  heavier,., th^      year,  earlier  and  3  pounds 
heavier  than' the' 'repord'  Veigh|  f^^^  month  in  19'^3«    The  average  weight  of 

"barrows  and  gilts  at"  7  niarkets'  for  the  week-ended  May  19  was  26U  iDounds  com- 
p.ared, Mith  ^^^yponnd,&      y-eecr  -earlier  an<l''2^'  poufl^s\,f or. t'he.-.c:drxesp^^^  week 

in'l9^^3^      "   '   .  ■      ;  '  '    ^'^  ■  ■ 

.  ;  1  .   .    ,  ^  .     ■    ••     r-'^-i^'sjJii.^  'r^^  '  ■ 

^-Trices  f>r^pi'actically •  ali- vreights^'a^  continued  at  the 

ceilings  at  all  markets.    Prices  have  been  relatively  unchanged  at,  this  level 
since  mid-July  19^^,  exc-ept  in  November  and  December  19^H-,.,,when  prices-  fell 
below  the  ceilings.    The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for' hogs  in  mid- 
I^a^f^was  $lU.10  per  100  pounds,  \inchanged  from  a  month  earlier  and  $1.U0  hi.jrher 
tifa'n  a  year  earlier, 

A^ril  Cattle  Slaughter  Do\^'n  21  Percent  From 
March;  Prices  Relat  ively  Unchanged 

Federally  inspected  cattle  slaughter  during  the  f  irst  ■  quart ,er  of  the 
year  was  h  T)er cent  greater  than  a  year  earlier  (in  com-paraVre  Tslants) ,  but 
April  slaughter  was  5  percent  less  than  in  April  19^^.    '^^■bril  •  slau.'^hter  \mder 
Federal  inspection  was_2l.  percent  less  than 'in  March,  a  greater-than-usual 
decline-.     Cattle  slaughter  in  noninspected  pbnmerdial  -olants  was  25  percent 
greater  in  January  than  a  year  earlier,  and  37  percent  greater  ih  February 
than  a  year  earlier.     Data  for  later  months  are  not  yet'  available. 

Federally  inspected  calf  slaughter  inrApril  vra-s  19  percent  less  than  a 
month  earlier  and  was  21  percent  less  than  a' year  earlier.   .Calf  slaughter  in 
.federally  inspected  -olants  in  Janviary-April  totaled  1,8  million  head,  6  percent 
less  than  the  record  slaughter  of  a  year  earlier  (in  comparable  plants),  Non- 
i'nspected  calf  slaughter  .\V3S  U2' percent  greater  in  'January,  •  and  Uo  percent 
greater  in  February  than. a  year  earlier, 

Fed/cat tie  marketings  in  March  aind  April  made  up  a  seaSo'Aaliy  large  pro- 
portion of  cattle  marketings.    However,  the  April  mpvement  of  ' cattle'  from  the 
West  was  larger, than  a  year  ago.     The  movement . of  cattle  to  Pacific  Coast 
packing  centers,  was  also  large.    Prices  of 'fed  cattle  in  mid-April  vere  little 
changed  from;  those  of  a  month  earli'-r,  but  wc-ra  substantially  higher  than  a 
year   earlier,     The:top  price  for  cattle  at  Chicago  during  the-first  3  weeks 
of  May  was  $17.90  P^^r  100  po^unds,  v/ithin  10  cents  of  the  over-all  ceiling, 
A  f  e.w  ^carloads  of  the  best  heifers  as  well  ag  steers  acco\inted  for  this  figure. 
The 'average- price  for  good  grade  steers  at  Chicago  for  the  weel'c  ended  May  19 
was  $16.03.  con^ared  with  $15'99  a  month,  earlier  and  $15.80  a  year  ' earlier. 
During  thfe  same- week  prices  for  Cfmi7;on  steers  at  Chicago,  averaged  $l2.M-7,an 
increase  of  20  cents  from  a  month  earlier',  but  36  cents  less  than  a  year  earlisr* 

Shipments  of  s  tocker  and  feeder  cattle  to  S  Corn  Belt  States;  in  April  ' 
were,  136,^33  head,  20  percent  greater  than  in  March  and  62  percent  groa.ter 
than  a  year  earli^^r.     Shipments  of  cattle  to  f  eed  in  the  3  Corn    el t  States 
during  the  first  U  months  of  the  year  totaled  ^35^5^^!  almost  ll6,000  more 
than  in  the  corresponding  period  of  19^^  but  33»'^'^0' Ie«s- than  the  la^^  ship- 
ments durin|  ^the  first  k  months  of  19^3«  >:;.> 
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Table  5,-'  Stocker  Dnd  feeder  cattle  received 
■  '  in  g  Corn  Belt  States,  1/ 


Month 


January  . , . . ^ 
February 
March  , ,  ^. . . .  ^ 

April  /  

May 

J  line'  ,•..«..• 
J uly  ^..^ . .  ^ , . 
August  ...... 

September 
October 


1942 


I9U3 


19^^' 


191^5 


Thousands 

123 

79. 
103 
151+ 
115 

99 

91 
222 

, .  3S7  . 
.  579 
■  391 

223 


ThQTisands 

138 
1U2 

99 
gi 

61+  - 
160 
koo 

5U6 

3S2 

162 


•  •  f » 

ff  •  r  ?  ^ 

November'    ,  ,  ^1 

Pecember  ,,.,)_ 
  Total  ,r 

1/  The  eight  Corn  Belt  States  ar'e  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana,  ■  Michigan,,  Wi; 
consin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Nebraska, 


Thousands 

92 

'  71 

■  73 
gU  ■ 

106 
105 
236 
367 

525 
376 

170  _ 


Thousands. 

113 
72 
113 
136 


2.280 


April  Sheep  and  Lamb  Slaughter  ^  Percent 
G-reater  Than  a  Year  Earliel', 

As  in  the  preceding  ^-fe^nth  period,   sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  April 
continued  larger  than  in  the  same  period  of  19^^.     The  k  months  total  in 
coinparable  federally  inspected'plants  was  6  percent  greater  than  in  19^^  and 
set  an  all-time  high  for  the  season,    Aioril  slaughter  under  Federal  inspectio' 
(comj^arable  plants)  was  I6  percent  less  than  in  March,  but  was  5  percs-Li'; 
greater  than  a  year  earlier.     Sheep  slaughter  in  April  continued  lav 70  uut 
most  of  the  increase  this  year  over  la^st  v/?s  accounted  for  by  i;nBTl'e.-'^..ngi,  'i.z 
spring  lambs  from  Texas  and  California  and  shorn  yearlings  fruin  Tt>:'.a-  Kiivkc 
ings  Of  lambs  from  v/heat  fields  of  Kansas  v/ere  relatively  large,  Pj/actically 
all  of  the  California  and  A-sizona  lambs  in  slaughter  condition  are  being 
slaughteted  in  California. 

"The  fed  lamb  season  is  largely  over,  and  the  crop  was  marketed  at  the): 
est  avexagfe  pl*ice  since  I929.     ^he  average  price  for  Good  and  Choice  wooled  f  ■ 
lambs  at  Chicago  for  the-week  ended  May  I9  was  $15.67,  compared  with  $17c06,  a 
earlier,  and  $15^50  a  year  earlier.     Lower  prices  than  a  month  earlier  reflet 
the  lov;er  quality  of  marketings  at  the  close  of  the  season  and  the  seascrjaj 
increase  in  marketings  of  spring  lambs.     The  average  price  for  good  and  choi-c 
grade  shoi&n  slaughter  ewes  at  Chicago  during  the  v:eek  ended  Majr  I9  was  $goOg, 
almost  $liiOO  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

May  1  Meat  -  Stocks  a  Record  Low 

.    Commercial  storage  "stocks  of  meat  and  ediblf .  ofj^alis  in  public  w&rehous 
and.  meat-packing  plan.ts  ihe^eased  almost  9  million  pounds  from  April  1  to  May 
reflecting  an  into— storage  mov-ement  of  beef  and  veal  and  saus&ge  and  sausage 
room  products  not  fully  offset  by  declines  other  classes  of  meat  in  storage^ 
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Total  meat  stocks  at  the  first  of  May  were  reported  at  573  million  pounds  com- 
mred"  with  the  near-r-ecord  stocks  a  year  earlier  of  1,208  million  pounds  and 
"average  I%y  1  stocks  in  .19^0-^^^  of  89^  million  -nounds,;   Meat  stocks  in  cold 
Btdrage  on  May  1.  tliis!  year  v.ere  the  lowest  for  the  month  in  ?P  years  of  record. 

Table  6.-  Cold  storage  holdings  of  meat  and  edible  offals  in 
commercial  cold  storage  v/arehouses  and  me' t  "Dacking  plants, 
May  1,  I9U5  with-  coiTOarisons 


• 

Commodity  • 

May  1, .  ! 
1 qUo_U4 

• 

May  1,  ; 

1941+  ; 

•  a 

April  1, * 

19U5  ; 

May  1, 

19^5 

• 
• 

• 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

Mil.  lb. 

• 

127.7 

.271.0 

152.6 

191.1 

657.9 

78^.8 

325.5 

298,0 

8.8 

16.7 

15.3 

11.7 

■  5.2 

5.8 

Sausage  and  sausa.ge  room  t 

22.3 

25.3 

Canned  meats  and  meat  products: 

17.0 

16,9 

99.^ 

115.5 

?6.i 

2%7 

891.6 

1.208.0 

56U.1 

572-6 

1/  19'^5  figures  not  comparable  with  last  year  and  5-yea.r  average. 


THE  WOOL  SITUATION 

Wool  .Consiomption  to  Continue  High 

Victory  in  Europe  has  not  changed  the  outlook  for  a  continuing  high 
^  rate  of  apparel  wool . consumption  in  19^5.    During  the  first  half  of  the  year 
the  greater  part  of  mill  output  has  been  required  for  military  use,  and  pro- 
duction of  civilian  fabrics  has  been  small.     Thus  a' high  rate  of  production 

'will  be  required  to  replenish  inventories  of  civilian  £d  ods  after  military 
requirements  have  been  met.    Production  of  wool  fabrics  for  A^my  use  in  the 
first  half  of  19^5»  based  on  scheduled  deliveries,.. .is  expected  to  equal  pro-^ 

.  duction  of  such  fabrics  for  the  entire  year  IQ^U.     Large  a.dditional  quantities 
have  been  ordered  .for  thjrd  quarter  delivery,  and  anticipated  total  ^rmy  re- 
quirements for  19^^  were  reported  in  ■'^pril  to  be  tvrice  as  large  as  19^^ 
requirements.    Even  if  the  Army  purcha.se  .program  is  curtailed  with  the  shift 
■  of  operations  to  the  Pacific,,  production  of  military  fabrics  in  19^5  will  be 
considerably  larger  tha.n  the  l^kk  production.     Since  little  decline  in 
civilian  consumor  demand  is  anticipated  in  19^5*  total  military  and  civilian 
"lemand  seems  likely  to  be  large  enough  to  support  a  19^5  consumption  at  least 
equal  to  that  of  19^4. 

Weekly  Average  Rpte  of  Consumption 
. ;  at  £ew  P-eak  in  February 

Weekly  avera.ge  mill  consumption  of  apparel  wool  reached  a  new  peak  of 
12,8  million  oounds  (  scoured  basis)  in  February.     This  vrs  5  "oercent  higher 
than  the  January  rate  and  9  p'^rcent  higher  than  in  February  19^^^,  Little 
change  from  the  February  record  rate  wa,s  indicated  for  March.     In  an  effort 
to  increase  the  oroduction  of  wool  fabrics  f or imilit^ry.  and  essential  civilian 
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requirements,  al]  woolen  and  worsted  mill  operations  ut)  to  and  including 
wepvinf;,  knitting,  and  felting  (except  operations  for  the  production  of  flour 
coverings  or  upholstery  fahrics)  have  now  heen  -placed  on  the  National  produc* 
tion  urgency  list,  to  assist  mills  in  securing  skillec"  lahor.     If  this  ard 
other'  Eisasures  taken  hy  the  Army  and  WPB  are  successful  in  increasing  pro- 
duction, the  January-June  consuiniDtion  of  ao-irrel  vool  this  year  may  equal  the 
January-June  19^3  record  consumption  of  nSj,  million  oounds,  grease  haais, 
Even  if  consumption  declines  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  total  19^5 
consumr>tion  seems  likely  to  he  close  to  the  19^*^  total  of  1  billion  pounds, 
grease  hasis. 

Wool  Industry  Usine:  Larger 

Percental:  e  of  Hew  vi^ool  . 

Machinery  activity  in  the  aiDp^rel  lAtoot-Kamifp^-tuf  ing  i  nduRtry  hfj^ . 
declined  considerably  during  the  last  2  years,     VJeekly  averrge  sr)indle 
activity  of  206  million  hours  in  February  19^-5  ''Q-s  16  -oercent"  bel'ov;  the 
record  activity  in  February  and  March  19^3*     "^^^  decline  in  activity  has 
been  accompanied  by  a  corres"Donding  decline  in  the  total  fiber  consumption 
by  this  industry.     Consumption  of  all  fibers  (exce-ot  fibers  used  in.'floor 
coverings  and  related  -orodurts)  in  T'cbruary  I0U5  v;as  lU  -oercent  sma.ller  than 
in  February  19^3*     Since  the  summer  of  19^^t  hovrever,  new  wool  and  wool  tops 
have  formed  an  increasing  pcrcentar':e  of  the  total  fibers  used  by  the  woolen 
and  worsted  industry.     The  nercent^Tie  of  new  vronl  p.nd  wool  tops  in  the  total 
increased  from  5^  -nercent  in  August  19^^  to  6I  percent  in  February  19^5« 
This  compares  with  5^  ]s  rcent  in  both  Febru-^ry  19^3  and -19*+^  and  an  annual 
average  of  53      rcent  for  19^3  and  56  percent  for  19^^^.     The  increase  in  the 
■oercentrge  of  new  wool  and  wqoI  tops  in  the  total  fiber  consmption  of  the 
woolen  and  worsted  industry. has  led  to  a  new  record  high  rate  of  apparel  wool 
consumption,  despite  the  over-all  decline  in  machinery  activity. 

The  recent  increase  3-r.  th-  pcrc:-nt'-' ;Te  of  ''icv:  kooI  in  tot^l  fiber  con- 
sujiiption  of  the  woolen  end  -jorsted  industry  prob-j'.bly  is  due  in  large  part 
to  the  large  production  of  milita.ry  fabrics — which  are  mostly  all— v/ool. 
fabrics — and  the  decline  in  production  of  civilian  fabrics.     Thus  the  shift 
to  production  of  civilian  fabrics,  as  military  requirements  drop  ,  would  - 
be  likely  to  result  in  some  decline  in  ra.w  wool  consumption,  even  if  over- 
all machinery  activity  and  fiber  consumption  could  be  maintained  about  at 
the  present  level. 

Such  decline  in  new  wool  consumption  would  be  accentuated  if  manufac- 
turers should  resort,  to  the  use  of  increasing  quantities  of  revrorked  and 
reused  wool  and  non-wool  fibtrs,  to  reduce  co?ts  of  civilian  fabrics,  as  a 
result  of  the  medium  and  low  -or iced  clothing  programs  recently  instiiui-edJjy 
V.'PB  and  OPA.     In  olanning  civilian  production,  however,  mills  are  required  to 
take  into  account  the  requirenents  of  the  Wool  Products  Labelling  Act,  which 
calls  for  correct  labelling  as  to  fiber  content,  of  all  manufactured  wool 
TDroducts.     Mills  also  v;ill  consider  the   jossibility  of  unfavorable  consumer 
reaction  to  increased  use  of  substitute  fibers,  as  civilian  fabrics  become 
available  in  larger  q\iantity. 

Weekly  average  consumption  of  v/ool  and  othf-r  fibers,  and  spindle 
aotiVity  in  the  woolen  and  worsted  sections  of  the  in^vietry  by  months, 
19^3-^.^  "-re  shown  in  figure  3» 
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Tatle  7»-  Consumption  of  textile  fibers  in  the.  United  Ststes 
apparel  wool  industry,  19^3~^5 


[  New  wool 

PeMod 

rnd 

wool  tODS 

5  :r 

:  1,000  lb. 

Total 

19^6  3/ 
19^^ 

:  56U,232 

:  539,328 

Weekly 

Average 

19^^ 

Jan.. 

!  10,56U 

Jeb.  •• 

10,862 

Mox.- 

:  ,  10,908 

Apr. 

lO.ggg 

May  • 

;  10,9iH 

June 

9,916 

July..  ' 

g,S18 

Aug. 

9,999 

Sep  t  •  : 

9,789 

Oct.  : 

10.985 
10,683 

Nov.  ; 

Dec.  : 

10,292 

19^5  : 

■  Jan*  ; 

11,2^2 

FelD.  U/: 

11,752 

Wool  noils,:  Mohair , 
r  ev.ro rked"   :  nlpaca  and 
?Ji(l        J  relnted 


Non-wool 
fibers  2/ 


Total 
all 
fibers 


reursed  wool-A  f  ibers  .  

"1,000  lb.  1,000  lb.      1,000  lb.      1,000  lb. 

276,205  35,i+8U       197,764  1,073.685 

2^2,734  26,23^-      138,515  966,813 


Percentage  npv; 
wool  ?ind  v;ool 

tops  are 
of  all  fibers 


Percent 

52.6 
55.8 


5.252 

6o4 

3,410 

19,830 

53.3 

5,19s 

611 

3,294  . 

19,965 

54.4 

4,899 

601 

3,392 

19,800 

55.1 

4,976 

523 

3,467 

19,854 

^54.8 

4,877 

565 

3,480,  - 

■  ■  19.836 

55.0 

4.435 

493 

3,171 

..18,015 

55.0 

4,063 

■  430 

2,990 

.  16,301 . 

54.1 

4,750 

456 

3,411 

18,  616 

53.7 

4,305 

425 

3,131 

17.650 

55.5 

4,724 

471 

3,204 

■19.384 

■  56.7 

4, 568 

46o 

3,054 

18,763 

56.9 

4,196 

432 

2,697 

■17,617- 

58.4 

4,174 

426 

2,775 

18,617 

60.)'r 

4,198 

427 

2,832 

19.209 

61 .2 

1/  ; Includes  laps,  sliver,  -  and  roving  waste  pnd  recovered  fiber. 

2/  Rayon  and  rayon  waste,   cotton  and  cotton  waste  and  other  non-v/ool  fibers.  AI.SO 
includes  a  small  quantity  of  aohair  and  mohair  waste  and  common  goat  hair  which  \;.as 
not  reported  separately. 
3/  53""week  total. 
^/  Prel  immary 

Compiled  from  reports. of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Reetrictions  on  Uso  of  V.'ool  Tops  ' 
Extended  to  August  18  • 

Since  January  l4,  the  use  of  wool  tops  ha.s  been  restricted  to  fabrics 
produced  for  the  military  services  or  other  Government  agencies  and  certain 
essential  civilian  fabrics,  all  of  which  have  been  a.ssigned  VJPB  prioritj"  rat- 
ings.   These  restrictions,  originally  due  to  expire  on  June  2,  have  been 
extended  to  August  18,  owing  to  the  continued  urgent-  need  of  wool  tops  for 
the  production  of  military  fabrics.    Direction  3  to  Conservation  Order  I-'l-73, 
amended  May  2,  provides  that  no  person  shall  produce  wool  tops  in  grades 
finer  than  44s  or  kid  mohair  tops,  between  May  3         July  l4,  1945  except  to 
fill  orders  bearing  a  rating  of  AA-3  or  higher,  and  no  person  shall  produce 
v/ool  tops  in  grades  44s  or  lower,  except  to  fill  ranted  orders  or  orders  ber^x- 
ing  a  certification  as  provided  by  paragraph  (g)  of  General  Preference  Order 
M-388.    During  the    period  May  3  to  August  18,  1945  no  person  shall  put  into 
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process  any  wool  tops  in  grades  finer  th^n  UUs  or  tops  made  from  kid 
mohair  except  to  produce  yorn  to  fill  orders  'bearing  a  rating  of  M-3 
or  higher,  nnd  ^no  person  shall  put  into  process  any  v;ool  tops  in  grades 
UUs  ;and  lov/er,  except  to  pi'oduce  yarn  to  fill  rated  orders  or  orders 
hearing  a  certificate  as  provided  hy  paragraph  (g)  of  Preference  Order 
M-.3SS.  ■      ,  .    ■  • 

1 9,^^,^  Wool  Clip  ITovj  Being  Appraised 

Through  May  12  only  27  million  pounds  of  shorn  wool  had  "been 
appraised  for  CCC  purchase  under  the  19%  purchase  program.    The  19^5 
wool  clip  is  now  moving  more  rapidly  to  appraisal  centers  and  appraisals 
prohably  will  increase  rapidly  in  June  and  July*    The  average  -pr ice- 
received  "by  farmers  for  wool  in  April  was  UO.U  cents  a„  pound.    This'  com- 
pared with  39»9  cents  in  March  ajid  a  revised  average  of  Ul«6  cents  for 
April  19UU.    The  12-month  weighted  average  for  19UU  was  U2.U  cents  a 
pound.    The  CCC  is  supporting  the  19^5  clip  at  clean  prices  which  are 
substantially  the  same  a.s  in  19UH.    Prices  received  hy  farmers  for  grease 
wool,  however,  vary  v/i'th  changes  in  quality,  shrinkage,  and  location  of 
the  wools  sold.  • 

DSC  Stockpile  Wools  Withdrawn 
From  Market 

Remaining  supplies  of  •-'bout  60  million  pounds  of  foreign-  stockpile 
wool  ov/ned  by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corporation  were  withdrawn  from  public 
sale  on  May  10.    It  is  probable  that  this  wool  v/ill  be  disposed  6f  to 
foreign  countries  under  lend-le?=ise  arrangements.    This  will  conclude  the 
sale  by  the  DSC  of  the  entire  US-owned  stockpile,  which  originally  totaled 
about         million  pounds.    Most  of  the  wool  has  been  sold  to  mills  and 
dealers  in  this  country  at  prices  in  line  vrith  ciirrent  selling  prices  of 
similar  imported  wools.    Wool  from  the  British-ov^ned  stoclrpile  in  the 
United  States  has  been  sold  by  the  British  Government  to  France  and 
Belgium  and  is  nov;  being  shipped  to  those  countries •    Except  for  a  small 
quantity  which  was  exchanged  for  a  like  amount  of  United  Sta.tes-owned 
stockpile  wool,  none  of  the  British-owned  v;ool  has  been  released  for 
commercial  use  in  the  United  States. 
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FIBER  CONSUMPTION  AND-SPINDLE  ACTIVITY  IN  THE  UNITED 
STATES  APPAREL  WOOL  INDUSTRY,  1943-45 

WEEKLY  AVERAGES  FOR  EACH  MONTH 


POUNDS 

(MILLIONS  ) 

20 


1  5 


10 


0. 

1  5 


10 


0 

HOURS 
(  MILLIONS  ) 

120' 


100 


RAW  WOOL  PROCESSED 
CSCOURED  BASIS)  . 

—  Woolen  system'^                  1                  Total ^ 

■  1    1    i:-  1  1 

*  • 

1    1    1    t  ■  1  ■ 

Worsted  system 

i  *                            .       ■  ■ 

1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1  i 

f 

1    1    1    1  1 

.1    1    1    1  1 

80 


JAN 


*CONSUMPTION  OF  WOOL  NOILS  AND  REWORKED  AND  REUSED  WOOL  INCLUDED  WITH  "OTHER  FIBERS" 
tilNCLUDES  WOOL  CONSUMED  IN  BATTING  AND  FELT  MANUFACTURES  AND  ON  COTTON  SYS.TEM  OF  SPINNING 
DATA  FROM  THE  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS 


U    S    DE1='ARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG  45288 


BUREAU    OF    AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


FIGURE  3. 

A  marke,d  decline  in  spindle  activity  in  the  apparel  wool  -industry  during  the  last 
2  years  has  been  accoinpacii  ed  by'  a  corresponding  decline  in  tat-al  fiber  consumption  by 
this  industry.  Since  the  summer  of  I9i|i|,  however,  the  use  of  wool  aad.  wool  tops  has 
increased,  whi'le  the  use  of  other  fibers  has  not  changed  much.;  )/eekl.y  average  consumption 
of  apparel  wool  reached  a  new  peak  in  February  1945,  when  it  was  4  percent  above  the 
previous  high  for  February. 
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Prices  per  pound  of  wool  and  other  textile  fiber-g,  United  States,  19^2-^5 


Prices  received  "by  farmers, 

grease  "basis,'  15th  of  month 
Boston  ma,rket: 

Territory,  scoured  basis- 
6^s,70s,SOs,   star>le  combii^ 

56 s  combing   

Bright  fleece,  greasy- 

6Us,70s,SOs  delaine   

^Gs  combing   

foreign  \\fOol,  in  bond: 
Scoured  basis- 
Australian  6^s,  70s  good 

to-o-ipaking  1/   

Cape,  short  combing   

Grease  basis- 
Montevideo  60-6^s   

Montevideo  Is  (56s)   

Other  textile  fibers: 
Cotton,  15/16-inch 

Middling  2/   

Eayon  staple  fiber  3/  

"Viscose  I-I/2  denier  .... 
Acetate  5  denier   


13J+2 


Mar.  :Apr^ 

Cents    Cents      Cents      Cents      Cents      Cents  Cents 


Annual  Average 

13^1 


l^kh     ;  Apr.     ;  Peb. 


ko,i   ki,e    U2.i1    39.7    kOik    39.9  uo^ii 


119.1 
102.6 

^7.2 
51.8 


117.2 
10^.2 

^6.9 
5^.2 


119.0 
10^.5 

^7.0 


119.0 
iok.3 

U7.0 
5^.5 


119.0 

10U.5 

^7.5 
5^.5 


119. 0  119,01 
10U.5  ioH;5 


^7.5 
5^.5 


^7.5 


15'^ 

75.9 

72.1 

72.6 

75.0 

75.5 

75  r5 

72. g 

72.5 

72.5 

72.5 

72.5 

72.5 

72.5 

U3.0 

1+1. u 

39.^ 

39.5 

39.2 

39.2 

39»^ 

U2.5 

hi.k 

Hi. 5 

Hi.  5 

H2.5 

H2.5 

19.3 

20.6 

21.2 

21.0 

21.6 

21. g 

22.1 

25.0 
H3.0 


2u.i1 

U3.0 


2U.g 
UI.9 


25.0 


25.0 
3g.o 


25.0 
3g.o 


25.0 

3S^ 

Domestic  wool  prices  are  from  the  War  Food  Administration;  foreign  wool  prices  are 
from  the  Boston  Commercial  Bulletin,  except  as  otherwise  noted,  and  are  before  pay. 
liient  of  duty. 

X/  Quotations  from  the  War  Pood  Administration,     2/  Average  at  10  markets, 
j/  P.o.b.  producing  plants.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 

Wool':    Mill  cons um-ot ion  in  the  United  ^tates,  I9U3-U5 


Item 


G-rease  basis 
Apparel  v/ool 
Domestic  ., 
,  Poreign 


Total 


19U3  1/;  iqkk 


I9UU 


Weekly  average 


I9U5 


1,000 

■pounds 


^30,^56 

£2P*96g 


1,000 

pounds 


Jan.  2/;  Peb.  2/:  Jan.  3/: 
1,000         1,000  1,000 
pounds       pounds  pounds 


Total  :1.06l."U2O.00g.g0 


3ig,250  5,229 

690.555  1U.226 


60,859  1.061 


5.6Ug 
■1U.526 
20.17U 
1,006 


8,326 


Peb. 
1,000  ■ 

pounds 


8,317 


150, 63g 

U26 . 2^6 


2,828 
8 -731 


576, S8U  11,559 
^5,^39  782 


Carpet  wool   ;  ^3,732 

Scoured  basis;  : 
Ar)parel  wool  —  : 

Domestic   :  203,580 

Poreign  :     388, 28^ 

Total  :    591, 86U 

Carpet  wool  :  32 , 240  

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

1/  52  week  totals  based  on  weekly  averages  for  reporting  year, 

2/  U_week  period, 

j/  5-'week  period. 


21.705 


2,73^ 
.  8>993 
11.727 

75U 


1,237 


3.97? 

_8,l64 

12.1^3" 

898 


22.657 
I.99U 


3,990 
8.803 
12,793 

799 
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Livestock  prices  per  100  pounds  (except'  wher*e  noted),  "by  species, 
,    _^  Ap  r  i  1  19^5 »  :y iith  compay  i  s  o  n  s 


1 3kU    :       ■         April  }  igU^ 


Item  -.annual  :  1333-^^2 :  :  :     ^     I.        :  , 

l^U^    I9U4  .Feb.     Mar.  Apr, 
•average : average r  •   J      •    .  •   •       •  ■  •     -t^  • 


Cattle  and  calve s  -  :     Pol.      .    Pol.     Pol.     Po 1^    Pol.     Pol.  Pol 

Beef  steers  sold  out  of  : 


17.05    11. 2g    16.96  16.37  16,37  16.82  17,27 

15.73"    "9.7^    15.91  15.33  15.^2  15. 81  16.11 

13.87     8.i+6"iU.70  13. 8U  13.96  1U.57  1U.U7 

11.25' • '7. 3U'  13.12  11.65  11. 12.51  l2.)+7 

15. UU     9.37    15.71  15. OU  15.12  15. 6U  16. lU 

13.21     7.08  .1U.20  13.16  1U.52  1U.U3  1U.9U 


first  hands  at  Chicago: 

Choice  and  Prime  •.  .  .  ■  

Good  ;  .  .  V  .  .... 

Medium  \  . ,  

Common  

All  grades  

Good  grade  cows  at  Chicago  . . 
Vealers:     Goo-d  and  Choice 

at  Chicago  :    IU.86      8.95    l.^.JS  I5.OO  I5.IO  15.92  I6.68 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers  :  ...... 

at  Kansas  City  11.78    '  7.9.9    .1H.58  12. 76  I3.OO  I3.6G  I3.9O 

Average  price  paid  by  packerfs  : 

All-,  cattle   .,\\\     11".  08' ■' 7.51'  13.97.12.7612.5013.1313.67 

Steers   :  —    I5.I5  lU.'46  lU.25  1^.79  I5.2I 

Calves   :  :     il.59      8.01     I3 . 79  12.95  12.38  12.91  I3. 68 

Av.  Price  rec'd  by  farmers        :  ,  ' 

Beef 'cattle  io:80      6.85    I3.OO  12.10  12.10  12. 30  12. 70 

Veal  calves   :  :     12.60      7.91    lU.22  13.20  I3.6O  I3.7O  1^.00 

Hogs  •       .:      '  ' 

Average  .market  .price  at    ■        :  '  * 

Chicago:     ■   '  '  :  ' 

Barrows  and  gilts   •  :     I3.Y7      —      I5.I5  I3.66  1U.75  IU.75  1U.75 

Sows   •  :  -12.75      —      lUw97  12. 7U  lU.OO  lU.OO  lU.OO 

All  purchases   13.57     .8.02  'l5.13  I3.53  1U.70  1U.7O  IU.7I 

Average  price  paid  by        '  : 

packers    :     I3.U3      7.9I    1U.9I  I3.U0  1U.5U  IU.57  IU.65 

Av.  Price  rec'd  by  farmers  13.IO      7.^47    1U.34  I3.OO  lU.OO  lU.OO  lU.lO 

Average  price  No.  3  Yellow      :       ' ' 

corn  at  Chicago  l/   IIU.6     69..O     IO3.I  II5.5  II5.I  IIU.9  II5.U 

Hog-corn  price  .ratio  at 
dhicago  2/  11.8       11.9    1^.7    11-7    12.8    12.8  12.7 

Sheep  and  lambs  -  ;  : 

Wooled  lambs,  Good  and  Choice  :  ' 

at  Chicago   

Feeding  lambs.  Good  and  : 

Choice  at  Omaha   .  . : 

Ewes,  Good  and  Choice  at  : 
Chi  cago  ........  V ....  1. : 

Average  price  paid  by  p.o.ckers  : 

.  for  sheep  and  lambs   ,  : 

Average  Price  rec'd  by  farmers: 

Sheep   : 

Lambs   :  •. :     12. ^O 

Index  retail  meat  prices  ^ 
Index  income  of  industrial 

workers  U/    

\l     Cents  per  bushel.     2/  Number  of  bushels  of  corn  e^iiv.^^lent  in  value  of  100 
pounds  of  live  hogs.     3/    Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  converted  to  192U-29  base 
\j    Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  192U-29"  =  100. 


■  '9.8I1 

'  15.92 

16.50 

16.59 

16.77 

16.82 

IU.U2 

13.09 

13.83 

13.90 

14.00 

9.20 

9.0U 

9.5s 

9.U8 

12.08' 

9.05 

1^.83 

1U.88 

1U.I7 

IU.9U 

1U.8I 

6.05 
12.60  ■ 
111.7 

U.28 
■8.12 
82,1 

.  7.35 
15. S7 
118. 7 

6.97 
13.60 

111.3 

6.52 
13.60 
112. U 

6.83 
.13.80 
112.5 

7.13 
13.90 
112.5 

255v2-.- 

2U3 

256.5 

2S1.8 

250. u 
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Livestock:  Marketings  and  slaughter  statistics,  oy  species 
 .   '  April  19U5,  with_  comparisons 

'  Unit 


Item 


:Mil.lb. 


Cattle  and  calves  -  : 
Uumlier  slaiTgntered  under      :  - 
Federal  inspection:  : 

Steers   :  Thous. 

Cows  and, -heifers  .......,:  " 

All  cattle  ■   ...:  " 

Calves  . :  .•   . . . :  " 

Percentage  cows  and  : 
heifers  "are  of  total'  : 

cattle  .,.,:.  Pet. 

Average  live  weight:  : 

•     Cattle  .:..,:  Lh. 

Calves   :  " 

■Total  'dressed  weight: 

Cattle   

Calves   ■ .  . . 

Shipments  of  feeder  cattle  : 
and  calves  to  eight  Corn  : 

Belt  States  1/  :  Thous. 

Hogs  -  '  : 

Number  slaughtered  under  : 

Federal  inspection:   :  " 

Average  live  weight   :  Lb. 

Percentage  packing  sows  .«.: 
are  of  all  purchases  at 

seven  markets   :  Pet. 

Total  production  under  : 
Federal  inspection:  : 

Pork   :Mil.  lb 

Lard  2/   :  "  " 

Average  yield  per  hog  : 

Pork  . .  :  :  Lb. 

Lard  2/   :  " 

Cold  storage  stocks  end  of  : 
month:  : 

Pork  

Lard  2/  ; . . . 
Sheep  and  lambs-  : 
Number  slailghtergd  under  : 

Federal  inspection   :  Thous. 

■  Average  live  v/eight  .......:  Lb. 

Total  dressed  wei.^ht   :Mil.  lb 

Feeder  sheep  and  lambs  : 
shipments  to  eight  Corn  : 

Belt  States  1/   ;  :  Thous. 

Total  dressed  weight  of  : 
Livestock  slaughtered  under  : 
Federal  inspection   ...;Mil.  lb 


;Mil. 

,  It 


lb 


  Jan. -Apr , 

I9U3  :  19^^  : 


19^'^  ;  Apr. :  Mar. ;  Apr. 


1.272 

2,230 

2,258 

5U8 

6U5 

569 

1,513 

1,  800 

2,210 

3^9 

525 

37? 

3,500 

^.179 

U,62U' 

939 

1,213 

979 

l,UU6 

2,029 

2,051+ 

555 

575 

^77 

H3.2 

U3.I 

1+7. 8 

37.2 

^3.3 

38.6 

978 

976 

962 

972 

972 

972 

171 

170 

175 

167 

162 

161 

1.876 

2,181 

» J  J  J 

633 

512 

138 

191 

199 

52 

52 

\\ 

468 

320 

1+36 

8U 

113 

136 

.8,890 

28,6714 

15,106 

6,290 

3.^7^ 

3,066 

2I+5 

2I+9 

2U0 

251 

257 

6 

6 

5 

2,806 

3.938 

2,238 

837 

52U 

U72 

585 

996 

Ifl|4 

222 

100 

9i+ 

lUs.9 

1^7.6 

II18.6 

133.^ 

151. U 

15U.3 

31.1 

3^.8 

29.5 

35.^ 

28.9 

30.6 

785 

326 

3/292 

1+98 

50 

3/  53 

6,176 

6,350 

6.926 

1,372 

1.723 

1,507 

9U 

91^ 

97 

9ii 

92 

97 

26U 

271 

305 

59 

76 

67 

729 

386 

391 

■  66 

103 

80 

5,8S77,9ii5_5_j]^l_;jU^  1.229 


1/     ToTal  shipments  direct  from  public  stockyards  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois, 
Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Nebraska.     2/     Including  rendered 
pork  fat.     3/    Prtlirainary  I9I+5  data  for  pork  stocks  not  entirely  comparable 
with  earlier  figures. 


